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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Conference planned in Los Angeles to educate legal and financial professionals 

about the growing crime of elder financial abuse 
NOVATO, CA, February 22, 2006 --- Elder Financial Protection Network announces a one-day conference entitled "Confronting Elder Financial Abuse” in Los Angeles on March 16, 2006. This dynamic program will feature former San Francisco City Attorney, Louise Renne, prominent experts in the field of elder abuse and a keynote address by California Attorney General, Bill Lockyer.  Comprehensive information will be provided on best practices for addressing this issue and field-specific tracks will be offered for both legal and financial institution professionals.

The legal track, “Legal Issues and Litigation Strategies” will feature segments on indicators and private causes of action for elder financial abuse, client capacity/pre-incapacity planning, assessing capacity and the protective proceeding, home loan fraud and case studies about trust mills and predatory sales to the elderly.  The program is ideal for elder law, trust and estate attorneys as well as civil litigators.  Included in the fee is 6 hours of MCLE credit, program materials, continental breakfast and lunch.

"Elder abuse is one of the fastest growing crimes in the country today," said California Attorney General, Bill Lockyer.  "I am pleased to join forces with the legal and financial communities to further protect the elderly from financial abuse."

The financial track, “Tools and Solutions for Financial Institutions” will address implementation strategies, reporting requirements and training needs under SB 1018, The Financial Elder Abuse Reporting Act of 2005. It will also offer a demonstration of Elder Financial Protection Network’s new online training program for financial institution employees. This program is ideal for bank/credit union staff and management, including legal counsel. Included in the fee is a certificate of completion, program materials, continental breakfast and lunch.

“The California Credit Union League strongly believes that frontline staff of financial institutions can be a safety net to help protect elders if properly trained and given the resources to assist. We are pleased to partner with Elder Financial Protection Network in support of this important conference and training tool,” said David Chatfield, CCUL President/CEO. 

“Confronting Elder Financial Abuse” will take place on Thursday, March 16, 2006 from 8:30 am - 3:30 pm (Registration and breakfast begin at 7:45 am) at The Center at Cathedral Plaza, 555 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012-2707.  More information is available at: http://www.bewiseonline.org/events/CEFA06main.html or by calling Elder Financial Protection Network at (415) 897-9555.

Experts say that elder financial abuse is the “crime of the 21st century.” Tragically, it is estimated 225,000 seniors are financially abused in California each year. In 2004, 765 cases of elder financial abuse were reported to Adult Protective Services in Los Angeles County. However, according to the California Welfare Directors Association, only one in 100 cases of elder financial abuse are actually reported, so it is likely that as many as 76,500 elders were actually financially abused, or more than 8 each hour…and the crime is growing.  

Elder Financial Protection Network is an award-winning non profit organization that works to prevent financial abuse of elders and dependent adults through community education programs, public awareness campaigns and coordination of financial institution employee training. For more information about EFPN, visit www.bewiseonline.org or call 415.897.9555. To report suspected abuse, call the 24-hour hotline at 1-888-436-3600. 
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